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Purpose:  This paper conducts a general bibliometric analysis 
review of agency theory in accounting (financial and 
management). The bibliometric analysis offers historical 
information on-trend and performance research. 
Methodology: The study investigated the related literature in 
the agency theory and accounting (financial and management) 
from 1999-2019, obtained from the Scopus database. The 
literature-based documents are on the study of the scientific 
output and distribution of subject categories and journals. 
Keywords of the authors also have focused on determining the 
study hotspots. 
Findings:  The findings of this study show that annual 
production has increased over the period under investigation. 
The Critical Perspective on Account is the leading prolific 
journal and Accounting, Auditing and Accountability is a most 
influential journal. The result also shows that many top 
institutions are from the United Kingdom. Simultaneously, the 
United States of America leads the highest production and 
cited documents of related scientific articles. 
Originality /Value: This study contributes on the awareness 
of using bibliometric analysis study to explore development in 
the scientific field, that is, the use of keywords to extract 
information for research growth in terms of the number of 
production and citations. 
DOI: 10.32602/jafas.2021.003 




Agency theory has gained its prominence in international organisations, academics, 
professional practices, and corporate bodies over the years now. The approach is 
base upon the principal-agent framework. Jensen and Meckling (1976) described 
agency relationship as a contract under which one or more persons (principal) 
engage another person (agent) to perform some services on their behalf, which 
involves delegating some decision-making authority to the agent. An agency 
relationship arises when a provider of funds appoints another to manage his interest. 
Proponents of agency theory believe that there is a tendency for agents, when left 
unmonitored, to engage in self-interest activities to the principal's detriment. The 
agency theory has also related to how the information is for external users 
(stakeholders), especially shareholders in an organisation, and internal users of 
information (management) of financial data like financial reports on a firm's 
performance, budget, and performance evaluation.  
Over the years, several writers have provided a broader array of accounting 
overviews. Some used bibliometric measures to determine the general condition of 
the research field  (Brown, 1996). Several others have also researched various 
essential aspects, like journal rankings (Qu et al., 2009). Moreover, others have 
concentrated on comparing accounting with other related disciplines. Nevertheless, 
none of them gave a full view of the current state of the art, taking into account all the 
modern instruments available to reflect a field with bibliometric indicators 
(Podsakoff et al., 2009). Considering the relevance and expansion of agency theory 
research and following the trend of researchers' concentration, which of interest to 
the masses on the study of the scientific production.  
This paper aims to present a general bibliometric analysis of agency theory 
integrating into accounting (financial and managerial) research over a period from 
1999-2019 with a new approach that combines several tools for representing the 
importance of bibliographic material found in Scopus database. This database is 
usually regarded as the most influential in academic research because it includes 
journals, articles, authors, years, and recognised the highest citation counts. The 
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number of publications, citation count analysis, and the h‐index is currently a 
measure for representing the quality of a set of papers (Hirsch, 2005). It assumed 
that the number of documents indicates total production (TP), and the number of 
total citation (TC) count is the most influential research area. The h-index consider 
the two. Most of the results follow the general understanding of the direction of the 
scientific field analysed from Scopus. This article novelty is to use extant accounting 
literature and bibliometric analysis indicators to present the new trend of academic 
research.  
The study analyses agency theory in accounting from Scopus. Some review papers 
have also focused on financial accounting and management accounting. Still, there is 
little research that analyses agency theory in financial and management accounting 
using bibliometric analysis. Bibliometric analysis is a useful tool evaluating countries, 
institutions, authors, journal authors (Tang et al., 2018). This study aims to achieve 
the following objectives by using bibliometric indicators: 
1. Identify the top 10 trend players in terms of leading journals(production and 
citation), years(production), highly impactful articles, influential authors 
(production and citation), authors in a leading journal(production and 
citation), impactful institutions, country (production and citation) on the 
scientific field in the period under review.  
2. Determine keywords that have drawn the attention of scholars subject area in 
the past, present, future direction. 
According to Curty and Boccato (2005), keywords represent the words of the paper's 
subject under review. The choosing of the keywords used in this research is agency 
theory, financial, management, and accounting from Scopus. 
The significant contributions of the research are the highlights as follows: 
1. The bibliometric study explored recent 10 top development in the scientific 
field, using the bibliometric indicators. It will serve as the starting point for 
academia to research in unexplored areas yet potentially significant. 
2. From this study, researchers can understand the inner structure of conducting 
research using bibliometric indicators to get a broad picture of this area. 
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3. The study will cover bibliometric analysis research growth regarding number 
production and total citation received over the years. 
The study uses a bibliography analysis to answer the research questions set out 
above: reviewing existing literature to recognise main trends and problems, and 
proposing the justification for single-source reference for scholars and organisation 
management interested in bibliometric methods. The idea suggests workflow 
guidelines to carry out bibliometric studies in the future. This study provides a 
statistical survey of published papers and citations for calculating the effect on the 
field. 
Note that the review is not limited to any language; however, English speaking 
countries dominated most on the publications. 
The organisation of this work is as follows: We provide a literature review of agency 
theory and integrating financial accounting, and management; the methodology of 
the study; bibliometric analysis results;  and conclusion. 
2. 0 Literature Overview 
 2.1 Integrating agency theory in accounting 
The Agency theory arose from various authors', but the first author Adams Smith was 
the belief brain behind it in 1776 after which other authors took the inspiration from 
till now. Smith views that an organisation managed by a group of people or an 
individual who is not the real owners of the business, their chance of the business not 
being managed well will surface at the owner's expense. The argument is that the 
manager being an agent might use the company's property for his gain, which may 
bring a problem. Berle and Means (1932) found the research on agency theory, that, 
agent appointed by owners, and the agent might use the firm's property for his ends, 
which will create conflict between the principal and agent. Jensen and Meckling 
(1976), an agency relationship is also a contract between the principal and agent. 
Both parties work for their self-interest that leads to the agency conflict. They 
consider the agreement as a legal binding document between the principal and the 
agent principle uses a monitoring tool to curb the agent's activities with the view to 
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control cost. Ross (1973) identify the agency problem resulting from the decision on 
the compensation from the contract emanated from the firm and society.  
The agency theory is to justify accounting research since the idea of approach 
provides a framework for explaining contractual relationships between a principal 
and an agent (Chi, 1989). In agency theory, an individual is motivated by self-interest, 
which could lead to the agency problem. It is useful to provide an overview of how 
agency theory should integrate into the financial and management accounting, and 
understanding how agency relationships work and the accounting information 
system.  
An Agency theory argued that in a modern company, the distinction between the 
owners and management has led to disputes, where the agent (management) 
acquires more knowledge and thus appears to behave to their advantage, rather than 
to meet the desires of the principal (shareholders) (Berle and Means, 1932). 
Accounting information provides information to interested parties about the 
financial situation and results through a sound accounting system, which produces 
financial accounting reports and firms performance. Therefore, there is the need to 
share information about the company's financial position and performance that 
might be relevant and useful for their decision making through sound accounting 
information system (Brown et al., 2011).  Schoenfeld (2020) examined large-scale 
data set of contracts using block investments from 1996 to 2018 on how the theory 
predict bilateral agreements. Specific contracts which include financial reporting and 
access to information resulted that contract arrangements relating to accounting 
information are significantly associated with information asymmetry measures 
between managers and shareholders. Cunha et al. (2016) investigate the accounting 
information's effect on the Portuguese mayor's re-election. The study considers 
agency theory as a starting point; the result shows that specific accounting 
information influences the re-election of mayors in Portugal, namely the financial 
accounting components. Similarly, Hiebl (2015) explores the various pay attitudes of 
Chief Financial Officers (CFOs) an (agents) which may align with the theory of 
agency. The result shows that CFOs who reports financial accounting to owners 
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expected more power in the owners' hands. This indicates that company owners' 
actions will affect and change the attitude of a company managers. 
Management accounting is part of the accounting system that concerns measurement 
and information within an organisation, seeking to evaluate past decisions and 
improve future decision. Agency theory has been one of the approaches which 
integration has been inclusive in management accounting to incorporate conflict of 
interest, incentives problems and mechanism for adopting incentive package to 
control the agency problems. Such managerial accounting on individual interaction 
within a firm is essential to mitigate the underline agency problem by absorbing it 
into the employment contract.  Brink et al. (2017) examine the effect of financial 
incentive to managers believing that such incentives will cause managers to engage 
on excessive risk-taking that effect the managers pay and another participant, the 
agent. The result indicates that the managers’ incentives package is aligned with the 
organisation's interest to reduce the agency problem. Baiman et al. (2010) examine 
the effect of management accounting potential effects on firm performance on the 
informativeness and incentive performance evaluation. Finding suggests agent is 
paid based on the output of his contract workstation. 
3.0  Methods  
The study used bibliometric analysis as a combination of statistical methods and 
literature (Pritchard, 1969). Bibliometric analysis entails various steps; performance 
analysis (including data extraction, processing, analysis) and science mapping 
(networking and visualisation) (Cobo et al., 2011). The performance analysis seeks to 
assess individual and institution research and publication, whereas science mapping 
intends to show the structure and dynamic forces of science field. Bibliometric 
methods introduce quantitative evenness into the subjective evaluation of literature. 
The process provides evidence of theoretically developed classifications in a review 
paper. The implementation determines the effect frequency of the influence of 
research; the relationship indicators measure the connection between researchers 
and their different fields. The result is an overview of the research effort 
development, evolution, and quality (Ramos-Rodrıguez and Ruız-Navarro, 2004).  
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3.1 Data Extraction  
Data were extracted from the Scopus database as is considered to be one of the 
largest databases, extracting 348 articles in the related scientific field or business-
related field. The team of words' agency theory', 'finance', 'management', and 
'accounting' formed to recover the related documents, even though scholars may 
have used different texts to retrieve the records from search repository from 2010 to 
2019 as at 27/02/2020.  
3.2 Data Analysis 
The current study employs a combination of process among a lot, such as the total 
number of publications, the total number of citation counts and the h-index. Merigo 
et al. (2015) believe three most practical papers that define a group's value are the 
number of publications, citations count and h-index. The publication count has 
received colossal consideration as is classified as a measure that establishes the 
author, institutions and country (Borokhovich et al. 1995). Furthermore, cited 
articles have received more attention than less mentioned articles due to the 
influencing impact on the documents (Culnan, 1986). Again, h-index is modern 
techniques that combine both publications and citation counts under one framework 
(Hirsch, 2005). The bibliometric analysis uses various indicators in related identified 
scientific fields, which considered the database's pattern, such as most frequently 
cited articles, journals, production and cited  (authors, institution and countries), and 
keywords through tables. 
4 Findings and Results 
4.1 Publication trends 
The study is base on 348 articles written on agency theory relating to financial and 
management accounting published between 1999-2019.  Figure 1 shows years of 
publications over the period.  The graph shows that the selected sample of 
publication activities around the scientific field started in 2010 with 17 papers, and 
have increased substantially from 2015 onwards.  The possible reason for constant 
growth for this fact might be that accounting information may serve as a source of 
mediation between shareholders and managers in communicating a company's 
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position and performance. Managers provide a company's accounting situation to 
shareholders might be relevant and useful for decision-making through a sound 
accounting information system, which has become one significant aspect of today's 
agency contract relationship and today's research activities.  
 
 
Figure 1 No. Annual Publications in Agency Theory in Accounting 
4.2 Leading journals 
To identify which academic journal most frequently and impactful is essential in 
advancing scientific discipline in a related topic, as to reflect priority areas for 
scholars discussion and researchers, and to help other practitioners selecting which 
journal is appropriate for contributions to their manuscript. The 10 chosen journals 
including Critical Perspective on Accounting(CPA), Accounting Auditing and 
Accountability(AAA), Academy of Accounting and Finance Studies (AAFS), Australian 
Accounting Business and Finance(AABF), Corporate Ownership and Control(COC), 
European Accounting Review (EAR), Auditing (A), Accounting and Business 
Review(ABR), Accounting Organisation and Society (EAR), Accounting Research(AR),  
as presented in  
Table 1. The top 10 selected sample articles are CPA and AAA are the most published 
journal with 10 and 9, respectively. At the same time, AAFS, AABF and COC journals 
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with eight publications each, are ranked 3rd. The rest of the journals, all but ABR, 
AOS and AR, are rank 5 the least of the sample. 
On the citation, AAA journal,  with 9 papers, has the highest citation count of 1001 
with h-index of 4.37. Subsequently, AR, AOS, CPA, A, have a substantial citation count 
of 671, 503, 472, 320 respectively from the sample. Furthermore, other journals EAR, 
ABR, AAFS and AABF also have notable citation counts. The journal of Auditing 
review among the least production is the flagship journal which has the highest h-
index. It means that researchers consider 4 publications as influential in the scientific 
field. 
Table 1. 10 Leading Journals in Agency Theory in Accounting 






Critical Perspective on Accounting CPA 10 472 4.10 
Accounting, Auditing And 
Accountability Journal 
AAA 9 1001 4.37 
Academy of Accounting And 
Financial Studies Journal 
AAFS 8 177 0.79 
Australasian Accounting Business 
And Finance Journal 
AABF 8 113 1.10 
Corporate Ownership And Control COC 8 61 0.11 
European Accounting Review EAR 7 294 2.83 
Auditing A 5 320 2.86 
Accounting And Business Research ABR 4 274 2.54 
Accounting Organisation and Society AOS 4 503 4.26 
Accounting Research AR 4 671 6.71 
4.3 Cited articles 
Table 1 the most 10 cited articles on the scientific topic, group of authors, title, year, 
journal and citation. The most highly cited paper was published in 2012 by Cho, 
Freeman and Patten. The article has received 92 citations and disseminated from the 
leading journal's AAA in  
Table 1. The authors see AAA journal as influential in posting a scientific paper. In the 
same publication year, three are other documents received a considerable influence 
with 28, 27 and 20 as identified. The 2012 articles have dominated about 33.33%. 
Similarly of the top 10 cited articles, 4 publications are in the year 2011 with citation 
52, 46, 43 and 12 from respective journals, take a share of 33.3%. For all the 10 top-
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cited articles, in the years of 2014, the citation is 38, and 2015 is 34, then, the 
percentage received is 8.33% each. 
Table 2 10 cited articles 




Corporate disclosure of 
environmental capital 







Whittington R. The Practice Turn in organisation 








Agency and structure in 








Management control without 
budgets: A field study of 'Beyond 





Vosselman E The performativity thesis and its 
critics: Towards a relational 
ontology of management 
accounting 





Internal audit's role in GHG 
emissions and energy reporting: 
Evidence from audit committees, 
senior accountants, and internal 
auditors 
2015 Auditing 34 
Niemi L., 
Kinnunen J., 
Ojala H., Yroberg 
P 
Drivers of voluntary audit in 
Finland: To be or not to be 
audited? 





Fair value or cost model? Drivers 










Contracting out municipal 







Moore D.R.J. Structuration theory: The 
contribution of Norman 






4.4 Productive and cite authors 
Table 3, presents the 10 most global productive and cited authors of the scientific 
field statistics, and a considerable h-index over the period. It has also included the 
country and the institution of origin. Considering the total number of papers 
publication, Modell has the highest publications of articles in the related area. Craig 
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and Jack follow the result have 3 publications each on the field. Further observation 
revealed that the remaining authors have 2 publications each over the period.  
On the issue Of citation, it is surprising that Craig with 3 publications is the highest 
cited author and highly indexed factor of 28.  Modell with 1827 citation count follows 
this. Not far behind him are Hussainey and Freeman with citation counts of 1393 and 
1283 respectively. Moreover, Dhliwayo with 2 papers from South Africa had no 
citation and h-index among the top 10 influential authors. 
Out of 10 most productive authors, 4 are from United Kingdom institutions, Modell, 
Craig, Jack and Hussainey. Furthermore, three influential authors affiliated with 
United Kingdom institutions. The top remaining authors are from other institutions 
and countries in the USA, Canada, Malaysia and South Africa. This result is exciting 
because an author from South Africa with 2 papers did not receive either citation or 
h-index. 












Craig, R 3 2093 28 United 
Kingdom 
Durham University of 
Business School 




Brivot, M 2 204 8 Canada Universite Laval 
Bussin, 
M.H. R 




2 0 0 South Africa University of Pretoria 
Freeman, M 2 1283 15 United State 
of America 
Townson University 
Himick, D 2 86 5 Canada University of Ottowa 
Hussainey, 
K 






2 10 1 Malaysia University of Putra 
Malaysia 
4.5 Authors cited journals. 
Table 4 shows lists of 10 most productive and influential authors who have 
contributed papers in the top selected journals on procedure agency theory 
integrating into accounting. The 24 articles from the 10 journals have publications 
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and citations in the related scientific field. The highest productive author has 4 
papers from AAA, EAR, AOS journals and ranked the second-highest cited author. 
However, the highest cited author Craig with 2093 (3apapers), did not have an article 
among the top listed journals. Besides this, Bussin and Dhliwayo also have no 
publications from any of the leading journals. It means that it could be acceptable 
among other journals. The remaining authors have quite a few published papers in 
the journals and citations, which is quite impressive. 
Concerning authors contributed to the top journals, AAA journal contains the highest 
publications of 4 and most cited  
Table 1, followed by EAR and AOS journals with 3 papers each from the top authors. 
The next relevant journals (COC and A R) have 1 article each with their authors 
included in 10 top productive and cited authors. Nevertheless, remaining five 
journals (CPA, AAFS, AABF, A, ABR) have no article from leading authors, meanwhile 
are included in the top sampled journals in  
Table 1. 
Table 4 Productive Authors in the 10 Journals of Agency theory in Accounting 
 TP TC CPA AAA AAFS AABF COC EAR A ABR AOS AR 
Modell, S 4 1827  1  -  1   1  
Craig, R 3 2093 - - - - - - - - - - 
Jack, L 3 312 - 2 - - - - - - - - 
Brivot, M 2 204 - - - - - 1 - - 1 - 
Bussin, M.H.R 2 46 - - - - - - - - - - 
DhliwayO, D.V 2 0 - - - - - - - - - - 
Freeman, M 2 1283 - 1 - - - - - - - - 
Himick, D 2 86 - - - - - 1 - - 1 - 
Hussainey, K 2 1392 - - - - - - - - - 1 
Kallamu, B.S 2 10 - -- - - 1 - - - - - 
4.6 Productive and influential institutions 
Another distinct feature of the bibliometric analysis is the institutions that are 
interested in the publications of the scientific field of research. Table 5 presents a list 
of the institution contributions in the number of publications, citations, and highly 
index. The study shows that the University of Manchester is the most productive 
institution. It has 10 publications,  ranked second highest cited institution with 97, 
and with the highest h-index of 6. After this, Alliance Manchester Business School is 
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the second most productive institution in terms of papers on the scientific field, of his 
9 publications ranked third cited institution with 93 counts, at the same time with 6 
h-index among the top. The University of Texas, the only institution from the USA, 
has 6 publications. Of these publications, it has received 109 citations, the highest 
among the top 10. It means the impacting factor from the articles is higher. The rest 
of the institutions next to it are the University of Utara, Victoria University of 
Melbourne, University de Minho and the University of Portsmouth have 5 papers 
each with corresponding citation and h-index. Tampereen University is among the 
least published institutions with no citation count, and it is probably new in Scopus. 
All the institutions are from the United Kingdom and have 4 out of the 10 top 
institutions. 
Table 5 The Most Productive and Influential Institutions 










9 93 6 
University of Texas 
Austin 
United State of 
America 
6 109 3 
University Utara 
Malaysia 
Malaysia 5 6 2 
Victoria University of 
Melbourne 
Australia 5 52 5 





5 24 2 
University Sains 
Malaysia 
Malaysia 4 9 2 
University of Essex United 
Kingdom 
4 47 3 
Tampereen Yliopisto Finland 4 0 3 
4.7 Country analysis 
Table 6 presents a total of 10 countries of origin where the publications are studied. 
The objective is to see the volume of production and the most influential country 
because this reflects the importance of a country's contribution to the subjective 
matter. The United States of America(USA), a country with the most product, with 98 
publications, ranked highly impactful state with 1422 citation counts and indexed 19 
in the scientific field, far above the United Kingdom(U K) about 46% in terms of 
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publications, 106% in citations and 46.15% in h-index. Australia (38), China(25) and 
Malaysia(21) ranked chronological as the next in productivity. Other top countries 
among the list Canada and Germany, have 12 papers from each country, representing 
sixth in the line of publication. Same as in the case of France and Indonesia with 11 
articles found as countries with substantial publications. Italy ranked the least 
publisher on the scientific field and is among the rest countries with most impactful 
in the area of study. 
Table 6 The 10 Most Productive Country 
Country Total Production Total Citation H-Index 
United State of 
America 
98 1422 19 
United Kingdom 67 689 13 
Australia 38 343 11 
China 25 111 6 
Malaysia 21 53 4 
Canada 12 97 5 
Germany 12 69 6 
France 11 212 6 
Indonesia 11 6 2 
Italy 10 145 6 
4.8 Keywords used in agency theory in accounting 
Keywords are part of the choice of the authors to represent the content of the article, 
  be as general and ordinary as possible (Curty and Boccato, 2005; Comerio and 
Strozzi, 2019). They provide additional steps to assess the information flow and trace 
any scientific study(Madani and Weber, 2016). The top keywords found from Scopus, 
which have frequently used in 348 articles in accounting agency theory, are 
represented. It shows the number of occurrences authors have utilised in the 
reference. The Agency theory has significant influence in accounting as many have 
frequently related to the scientific field. Accounting also is trendy among the top 
keywords used comparing with the other keywords, except corporate governance. 
Agency theory and accounting have impactful influence over a decision as they 
ranked among the top three in the table. Besides, they have become a novel focus 
with the rising becoming famous for researchers as impressive is increasing in the 
publication from 2015-2019. 
 




Table 7 10 Keywords Used 
Keywords Frequency Ranking 
Agency Theory 67 1 
Corporate Governance 49 2 
Accounting 19 3 
Agency 17 4 
Earning Management 15 5 
Firm Performance 15 5 
Accountability 11 6 
Human 11 6 
Institutionary Theory 11 6 
Ownership Structure 9 7 
5.0 Conclusion 
In conclusions, the bibliometric analysis shows various kind of academic research 
that has gone on viral in the subject area of agency theory in accounting. The study 
outcomes were from the Scopus database as it considered as the most productive 
repository. The development from authors, countries, institutions, and publications 
from articles received more attention. It anticipated that future research should 
continue to bring more uncovered areas and conducted research in other disciplines 
to get more empirical evidence for academic development. The study contributes to 
academics and practitioners about the newer method for researching using 
bibliometric analysis tools. 
The growth of the scientific field is receiving consideration substantially. The 
selected sample period started at 17 articles in 2010, and after that, it has 
consistently maintained publication moved to an average of 35 per year during the 
period 2010-2019. The result implies that researchers paid attention to the agency 
theory's impact in accounting though there were ups and downs(Figure 1). 
The development sees that out of 10 most top journals that published an article on 
the scientific field, CPA is the highest production of 10 publications. Besides, AAA is 
the leading influential journal among the top 10 in terms of citation count of 1001. It 
has interdisciplinary combinations, and AR gets the best h-index of 6.71 in the 
research field. These attributes further strengthen each journal's point to receive 
global recognition from academia (see  
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Table 1). Other journals received lower than 5 publications, even though receive 
substantial citation counts above 270-671.  
Focusing on the highly cited article, the highest received 92 citations for the most 
part referenced paper compare with others from AAA journal in 2012. The next 
leading articles that received high cited count happen in 2011 range from 43-52. 
Others received related citations, as shown in ( 
Table 2). 
In terms of the most productive and influential author, the analysis highlighted 
Modell with 4 papers as the most productive author, followed by 2 authors Craig and 
Jack with 3 articles each of the scientific field and 7 least authors with 2 papers each. 
Besides, Craig is the highest cited and highly indexed author among them,  
Table 3. Furthermore, 4 of the top authors are from the United Kingdom and have 
published most highly cited papers in the field. 
Another contributory to the research is top authors in the top identify journals. 
Modell has 3 publications, one each in the following journals AAA, EAR and AOS. 
Craig, highly cited and h-index author and other 3 authors, do not have any 
publications in the top journal in  
Table 4. 
The United Kingdom institutions have shown majority position in the production in 
the field understanding, the agency theory in accounting. The institutions apart from 
Texas Austin 109 cited counts is the second most influential ones shown in Table 5. 
They have 28 publications out of 57 papers in the top 10 institutions. Furthermore, it 
has many of the leading authors.  
The United States is the most dominant country in the scientific field in terms of 
article publication, highly influential nation, and very well indexed on the list. The 
position followed by the United Kingdom with 67 papers ranked second highest 
cited. Its impacting factor is remarkable compared to other countries whose 
contributions in the scientific field are not near them (Table 6). 
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Furthermore, another feature contribution to the scientific field is keywords. It 
emerges that 69 agency theory has been frequently cited and 19 times from 




This paper's main results are useful for obtaining, based on bibliometric data, a 
general overview of the state -of- the -art research regarding agency theory relation 
in accounting. It also directs future research efforts on innovation adoption by 
offering a broad understanding of using extant literature review and bibliometric 
analysis tools on the current trend of research in different contexts and disciplines. 
However, there are limitations which can offer for future directions. One of the 
study's obstacles was choosing the database. First of all, relevant and quality agency 
theory in accounting research performed beyond indexed journals that not included 
in the study. Second, the sample selection is limited to unique search keywords, and 
entries, although attempts to ensure that all related publications are selected. 
Thirdly, the citations represent the influence level of a paper, author or journal at a 
particular time. The citation count can increase considerably over time, representing 
different numbers and ranks. Finally, this study contains a general overview that can 
help clarify the scientific field of agency theory in accounting. Still, several other 
topics need to be taken into account to get a full picture of the art state. 
Future research into areas using visualisation of co-authorship network of countries 
and institutions, co-citation networks of publications and journals on the scientific 
field proposed. Moreover, studies can expand the scope by considering other types of 
review papers and documents to incorporate more detailed information for the study 
field. Besides, similar studies at future stages should continue to reveal the literature 
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